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John 20:30-31
30 Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of the
disciples, which are not written in this book; 31 but these
are written so that you may believe that Jesus is the
Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may
have life in his name.
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7 signs in the gospel of John
•Turning water into wine in Cana 
•Healing an official’s son in Capernaum 
•Healing at the Pool in Jerusalem 
•Feeding the 5,000 near the Sea of Galilee 
•Walking on the water of the Sea of Galilee 
•Healing a blind man in Jerusalem 
•Raising dead Lazarus in Bethany
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BIG IDEA

His love is shown to us, not by sparing us from suffering 
and death, rather by giving us himself.  

His love is shown to us, not by how much health, 
wealth and prosperity he brings into our lives, rather, 

God’s love often allows pain and loss to help us see and 
be enthralled by life in Him. 

He loves us.
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Jesus loves us.
•The way we usually view Jesus’ love.
•The way we are intended to view Jesus’ love.
•We see that sickness in the life of a believer is 
not incompatible with God’s love.



John 11:1-45
1Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary and
her sister Martha. 2 It was Mary who anointed the Lord with ointment
and wiped his feet with her hair, whose brother Lazarus was ill. 3 So the
sisters sent to him, saying, “Lord, he whom you love is ill.” 4 But when
Jesus heard it he said, “This illness does not lead to death. It is for the
glory of God, so that the Son of God may be glorified through it.”
5 Now Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus. 6 So, when he
heard that Lazarus was ill, he stayed two days longer in the place where
he was. 7 Then after this he said to the disciples,
“Let us go to Judea again.”



John 11:1-45
1Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary and
her sister Martha. 2 It was Mary who anointed the Lord with ointment
and wiped his feet with her hair, whose brother Lazarus was ill. 3 So the
sisters sent to him, saying, “Lord, he whom you love is ill.” 4 But when
Jesus heard it he said, “This illness does not lead to death. It is for the
glory of God, so that the Son of God may be glorified through it.”
5 Now Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus. 6 So, when he
heard that Lazarus was ill, he stayed two days longer in the place where
he was. 7 Then after this he said to the disciples,
“Let us go to Judea again.”



John 11:1-45
1Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary and
her sister Martha. 2 It was Mary who anointed the Lord with ointment
and wiped his feet with her hair, whose brother Lazarus was ill. 3 So the
sisters sent to him, saying, “Lord, he whom you love is ill.” 4 But when
Jesus heard it he said, “This illness does not lead to death. It is for the
glory of God, so that the Son of God may be glorified through it.”
5 Now Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus. 6 So, when he
heard that Lazarus was ill, he stayed two days longer in the place where
he was. 7 Then after this he said to the disciples,
“Let us go to Judea again.”



John 11:1-45
1Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary and
her sister Martha. 2 It was Mary who anointed the Lord with ointment
and wiped his feet with her hair, whose brother Lazarus was ill. 3 So the
sisters sent to him, saying, “Lord, he whom you love is ill.” 4 But when
Jesus heard it he said, “This illness does not lead to death. It is for the
glory of God, so that the Son of God may be glorified through it.”
5 Now Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus. 6 So, when he
heard that Lazarus was ill, he stayed two days longer in the place where
he was. 7 Then after this he said to the disciples,
“Let us go to Judea again.”



John 11:1-45
1Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary and
her sister Martha. 2 It was Mary who anointed the Lord with ointment
and wiped his feet with her hair, whose brother Lazarus was ill. 3 So the
sisters sent to him, saying, “Lord, he whom you love is ill.” 4 But when
Jesus heard it he said, “This illness does not lead to death. It is for the
glory of God, so that the Son of God may be glorified through it.”
5 Now Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus. 6 So, when he
heard that Lazarus was ill, he stayed two days longer in the place where
he was. 7 Then after this he said to the disciples,
“Let us go to Judea again.”



Jesus loves us.
•The way we usually view Jesus’ love.
•The way we are intended to view Jesus’ love.
•We see that sickness in the life of a believer is 
not incompatible with God’s love.
•Wide Lens vs Narrow Lens.



Jesus loves us.
•The way we usually view Jesus’ love.
•The way we are intended to view Jesus’ love.
•We see that sickness in the life of a believer is not 

incompatible with God’s love.
•We should not be surprised at illness, because 
God often uses it for His glory and our good.  
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8 The disciples said to him, “Rabbi, the Jews were just now seeking to
stone you, and are you going there again?” 9 Jesus answered, “Are there
not twelve hours in the day? If anyone walks in the day, he does not
stumble, because he sees the light of this world.10 But if anyone walks in
the night, he stumbles, because the light is not in him.”11 After saying
these things, he said to them, “Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep, but I
go to awaken him.” 12 The disciples said to him, “Lord, if he has fallen
asleep, he will recover.” 13 Now Jesus had spoken of his death, but they
thought that he meant taking rest in sleep. 14 Then Jesus told them
plainly, “Lazarus has died,15 and for your sake I am glad that I was not
there, so that you may believe. But let us go to him.” 16 So Thomas,
called the Twin, said to his fellow disciples…
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16 “Let us also go, that we may die with him.” 17 Now when Jesus came,
he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb four
days. 18 Bethany was near Jerusalem, about two miles off, 19 and many of
the Jews had come to Martha and Mary to console them concerning
their brother.20 So when Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went
and met him, but Mary remained seated in the house. 21 Martha said
to Jesus, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have
died. 22 But even now I know that whatever you ask from God, God will
give you.” 23 Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise again.” 24 Martha
said to him, “I know that he will rise again in the resurrection on the last
day.” 25 Jesus said to her…
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Jesus’ love is questioned.

•Martha questions his love.
•Mary questions his love.



25 “I am the resurrection and the life. Whoever believes in me, though he
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32 Now when Mary came to where Jesus was and saw him, she fell at his
feet, saying to him, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not
have died.” 33 When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who had come
with her also weeping, he was deeply moved in his spirit and greatly
troubled. 34 And he said, “Where have you laid him?” They said to him,
“Lord, come and see.” 35 Jesus wept. 36 So the Jews said, “See how he
loved him!” 37 But some of them said, “Could not he who opened the
eyes of the blind man also have kept this man from dying?” 38 Then
Jesus, deeply moved again, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone
lay against it. 39 Jesus said, “Take away the stone.” Martha, the sister of
the dead man said to him, “Lord, by this time there will be an odor,
for he has been dead four days.”
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Jesus’ love is questioned.

•Martha questions his love.
•Mary questions his love.
•The Crowd questions his love.
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•Jesus responds by shifting thinking about 
who He was.
•Martha believes that there is a day coming when 

all all believers will be raised bodily from the 
grave.
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Jesus’ love is demonstrated.

•Jesus responds by shifting thinking about 
who He was.
•Martha believes that there is a day coming when all all 

believers will be raised bodily from the grave.
• Jesus responds that His arrival in history solidifies 

the glorious renovation of all things.
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Jesus’ love is demonstrated.
• Jesus responds by shifting thinking about who 
He was.
•Jesus responds by showing emotions 
connected to misconceptions by others. 
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feet, saying to him, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother
would not have died.” 33 When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews
who had come with her also weeping, he was deeply moved in his spirit
and greatly troubled. 34 And he said, “Where have you laid him?” They
said to him, “Lord, come and see.” 35 Jesus wept. 36 So the Jews said,

“See how he loved him!” 37 But some of them said, “Could not
he who opened the eyes of the blind man also have kept this
man from dying?” 38 Then Jesus, deeply moved again, came to the
tomb. It was a cave, and a stone lay against it.



Jesus’ love is demonstrated.
• Jesus responds his love by shifting thinking about who 

He was.
• Jesus responds by showing emotions connected to 

misconceptions by others. 
•Jesus demonstrates his love by a 
miraculous action.  



40 Jesus said to her, “Did I not tell you that if you believed you would
see the glory of God?” 41 So they took away the stone. And Jesus lifted
up his eyes and said, “Father, I thank you that you have heard me. 42 I
knew that you always hear me, but I said this on account of the people
standing around, that they may believe that you sent me.” 43 When he
had said these things, he cried out with a loud voice, “Lazarus, come
out.” 44 The man who had died came out, his hands and feet bound with
linen strips, and his face wrapped with a cloth. Jesus said to
them, “Unbind him, and let him go.” 45 Many of the Jews therefore, who
had come with Mary and had seen what he did, believed in him, 46 but
some of them went to the Pharisees and told them what Jesus
had done.
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40 Jesus said to her, “Did I not tell you that if you believed you would
see the glory of God?” 41 So they took away the stone. And Jesus lifted
up his eyes and said, “Father, I thank you that you have heard me. 42 I
knew that you always hear me, but I said this on account of the people
standing around, that they may believe that you sent me.” 43 When he
had said these things, he cried out with a loud voice, “Lazarus, come
out.” 44 The man who had died came out, his hands and feet bound
with linen strips, and his face wrapped with a cloth. Jesus said to
them, “Unbind him, and let him go.” 45 Many of the Jews therefore, who
had come with Mary and had seen what he did, believed in him, 46 but
some of them went to the Pharisees and told them what Jesus
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Take-Aways
• No matter how it may appear, these unexplainable delays are delays of love. Ultimately, to 

reveal His Glory, and draw us to Himself.
• No pretending.  Everybody is in process and needs help, so we focus on spiritual character 

rather than image.
• With Martha, we may believe that victory over death is limited to a future expectation; 

Jesus shows us that victory is a present reality.

• Listen to It Is Well With My Soul this week and may that 
truth continue to become our reality. 
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Currier & Ives. Sinking of the Steamship Ville du Havre. New York: Currier & Ives, ca. 1873. Prints &
Photographs Division, Library of Congress (5)
http://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/2001705848/
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Spafford family photographic album, ca. 1880. Manuscript Division, Library of Congress (1)
http://www.loc.gov/exhibits/americancolony/images/ac0001s.jpg
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Anna Spafford. Copyprint, enlarged from ca. 1873 original. Manuscript Division, Library of Congress (7a)
http://www.loc.gov/exhibits/americancolony/images/ac0007as.jpg
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Anna Spafford. Transatlantic cable message, December 1, 1873. Manuscript Division, Library of Congress
(6)
http://www.loc.gov/exhibits/americancolony/images/ac0006s.jpg
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Horatio Spafford. “It Is Well with My Soul.” Manuscript hymn, 1871. Manuscript Division, Library of
Congress (8)
http://www.loc.gov/exhibits/americancolony/images/ac0008s.jpg



Jesus Loves Me This I Know.


